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(Summary)

To examine the areas of nursing among nursing pro-
fessionals who work in licensed day-care centers in 23
wards in Tokyo, Japan, a questionnaire survey was
conducted at 1,199 licensed day-care centers for children
in order to examine the current situation and issues of
nursing professionals’ duties, and investigate what
should be the ideal nursing professional’s duties in the
future. The results showed that out of 390 centers that
provided valid responses (valid response rate of 32.5%),
343 centers (87.9%) allocated nursing professionals to
nursery duty. Nursing professionals’ duties included not
only “health services” but also “dealing with parents’,

“supporting childcare workers” and “providing care to
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infants younger than a year old” and thus, nurses play a
major role in the overall operation of a day-care center.
Regarding their future roles, nursing professionals often
thought more than their directors did, that it was neces-
sary for them to be engaged in tasks that require a high
level of expertise such as “responding to child abuse”,
“caring for handicapped children” and “allergy manage-
ment”, as well as cooperative childcare with other insti-

tutions.

(Key words)
placement of day-care nurses, childcare for infants

younger than 1 year of age, cooperative childcare
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