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(Summary)

This study sought to clarify factors that made daycare
staff feel difficulties about admitting children who carry
an adrenaline auto-injector (EpiPen®) to their facility,
with the aim of establishing measures to facilitate the ad-
mission of these children. We conducted interviews of 21
daycare staff members who had consented to participate
in the study. Content analysis of the interview data yield-
ed four categories reflecting the mental aspects of the
daycare staff : “feeling reluctance about using EpiPen®”,
“lacking confidence in handling emergency situations”,
“feeling terrified about the occurrence of anaphylactic
shock” and “feeling reluctant for admitting children who
carry EpiPen®”". The analysis also yielded five categories
reflecting aspects of the crisis management system at the
facility : “lack of professional personnel”, “an inadequate
management system for preventing and responding to
accidental ingestion of an allergen”, “disparities in emer-
gency response skills among daycare staff ", “differences
in awareness of crisis management among daycare staff ”
and “differences in awareness of how to handle allergic
reactions between parents and daycare staff”. These
findings suggest the need to develop a simulation training
program and to facilitate arranging a nurse to every day-
care who is expected to be the key person for handling

cases of anaphylaxis in the future.

(Key words)
food allergies, anaphylactic shock, adrenaline auto-

injector (EpiPen®), daycare center, facility admission
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