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(Summary)

This study aimed to extract the perspectives of public
health nurses that they apply, in an attempt to prevent
child abuse, to their assessment of the childcare ability
of mothers who pose high risks. We held semi-struc-
tured interviews with 11 public health nurses, and con-
ducted a qualitative inductive analysis of the verbatim
interview records. As a result, five categories of the
perspective were derived : “knowledge and actions of
childcare that can save the life of the child”, “interactions
with the child”, “trimmed of childcare environment”,
“mental space as a mother”, and “sociality to avoid iso-
lation”. The public health nurses considered that the min-
imum knowledge and actions of childcare to save the life
of the child were necessary. Their perspectives placed
importance on mothers’ interactions with their children,
on the foundation of mothers’ childcare comprising such
basic elements as their daily lives and cooperation from
their husbands, and on whether mothers had the social-
ity that could enable them to utilize social resources well
and avoid getting isolated. It is considered that public
health nurses assess the childcare ability of mothers with
high risks principally with these perspectives, in the

course of their support for the prevention of child abuse.

(Key words)
prevention of child abuse, public health nurse,
mothers with high risks, childcare ability,

perspectives of assessment
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