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(Summary)

This study examined the developmental processes of

AN BR B R

mother-infant interactions during mealtime. Longitu-
dinal observations were conducted for 2 mother-infant
dyads (one boy and one girl) from the start of wean-
ing, at 5 months old, to 24 months old. Mother and
infant emotional expressions and infant behaviors of self-
assertion were quantitatively analyzed using behavior
coding whereas mother-infant conflicts were analyzed
qualitatively. Behavior coding showed 1) the percent-
ages of time of mother's and infant’s positive emotional
expressions during mealtime were linked, and 2) posi-
tive emotional synchrony between mothers and infants.

On the other hand, no links nor synchrony of negative
emotional expressions between the mothers and infants
were shown. The results from quantitative and qualita-
tive analysis suggest that this period of childhood can be
divided into 3 phases : I (5~12 months old) moth-
er's initiative and infant’s passivity ; I (13~17 months
old) clear infant self-assertiveness and mother’'s coping
behaviors through trial and error ; 1 (18~24 months
old) the diversification of infant emotional expressions
and reaction to mother's behavior and mother’'s adaptive
reactions. These findings suggest that if mothers feel
annoyed with their infant's eating problems, child health
care specialists should explain the specific meaning of an
infant's problematic behaviors during mealtime through
the perspective of the developmental characteristics of

that infant's age.

(Key words)
longitudinal study, mother-infant interactions,

conflicts, emotional expressions, mealtime
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