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(Summary)

The authors investigated choice and exchange inter-
vals of a solution for rinse and store an endotracheal suc-
tion tube to be used repeatedly at home for patients with
severe disabilities after a tracheotomy or laryngo-trache-
al separation. The best results were obtained with 0.1%
benzalkonium chloride containing 8% ethanol. Among
other choices, tap water was preferable to distilled wa-
ter, with less bacterial growth and better sterilization.
Tap water was also easier to exchange. Most appropri-

ate exchange interval was within two hours.

(Key words)
endtracheal suctioning, suctioning tube, store solutions,

tap water, infection control
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