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(Summary)

Aim : To clarify the impact of mothers economic sta-
tus during pregnancy on newborn birth weight.

Methods : During the year 2010, we targeted 295
newborns at our hospital and collected information re-
garding medical records detailing birth weight and gesta-
tional age, birth order, and gender. We also gathered
information on the following variables : whether the
mother was single at the time of birth, whether or not
the husband was employed, whether the mother experi-
enced economic hardship, whether the mother had pre-
pregnancy smoking history, and whether the mother
lived with her parent(s). We then conducted a retro-
spective observational study.

Results : We conducted multiple regression analyses
on birth weight as the dependent variable. The stan-
dardized partial regression coefficient was 0.444 for ges-
tational age, — 0.181 for birth order, — 0.116 for single
mother or unemployed husband, and 0.105 for gender.

Conclusion : Considering the impact of gestational
age, birth order, and gender, results showed that
if the mother was single or the husband unemployed,
birth weight was lower. Economic hardships showed
little,

if any, impact on birth weight.

(Key words)
birth weight, single mother, feelings of economic hardship,

multiple regression analysis
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