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(Summary)

Paternal depression has rarely been investigated in
relation to child outcomes in the field of developmental
studies. This study explored its association with child
socio—emotional development with mediational pathways
through intra-familial relationships, father involve-
ment in child rearing, as well as maternal depression.
Data drawn from 565 families of preschoolers (age 3~
5) were analysed utilizing path analysis. The results
indicated paternal depressive symptoms negatively as-
sociated with their level of child rearing, the quality
of intrafamilial relationships, and positively associated
with maternal depressive symptoms. Furthermore, pa-
ternal depressive symptoms were associated with child
socioemotional difficulties mediated through the quality
of father—child relationships and marital relationships.
Findings highlighted the importance of consideration of
paternal mental health in the family contexts, with par-
ticular implication for predictor of paternal involvement
in the family functioning and its contribution for their

off-springs development.

(Key words)
paternal depressive symptoms, paternal involvement,
marital relationships, pre-schoolers,

socioemotional development
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