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(Summary)

The purpose of this study was to discuss a correlation
between changes of forms and frequency of maternal
affect mirroring and phases of infants’ language develop-
ment.

The subjects were 559 mothers who took a health

examination of their infants. By a questionnaire, they

RO B

were asked about the frequency of maternal affect mir-
roring (commentary, represent, attention, and imita-
tion) and the phase of infants' language development
(vocalization, pointing, speech, etc.).

The result was showed that the frequency of attention
increased along with infants’ monthly development, but
that of imitation decreased, and that in terms of the cor-
relation with a phase of infants’ language development,
there were (+) correlation with the phase of 18 months
old (attention, commentary and represent versus begin-
ning time (month?) “child responced to mother's re-
quest” and attention and commentary versus beginning
time “joint attention”), and (-) correlation with that of
3 month old (commentary and represent versus begin-
ning time “vocalizing to people”) and 24 months old
(attention versus beginning month “carering behavior”
and “treating behavior”).

Thus, it was considered that maternal affect mirror-
ing was very important and useful especially during sen-

sitive phases of infants’' language development.

(Key words)
mirroring, mother and child relationship,

infant, language development
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