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(Summary)

This study reviewed previous studies examining the
association between paternal depression and early child-
hood development. In accordance with developmental
analysis, parental psychological health was found to
serve as an environmental antecedent for later child
adjustment. Recent research findings have revealed the
significant role of paternal depression in family function-
ing. A systematic review was conducted by deploying a
database and reference search that carefully selected 21
relevant articles. The review suggested that paternal
depression associates with spousal depression, marital
conflicts, and parenting behavior. Moreover, children
of depressed fathers tend to exhibit developmental dif-
ficulties in various domains (for e. g., socioemotional,
cognitive, and behavioural) at early developmental stag-
es even after maternal depression has been accounted
for. These findings suggest a need for understanding the
child's developmental trajectories in relation to paternal
psychopathology and considering paternal mental health
so as to develop effective support for paternal parenting

engagement.
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