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(Summary)

The purpose of this study was to identify difficulties
encountered by nurses practicing end-of-life care in neo-
natal intensive care units (NICUs). Self-report ques-
tionnaires were administered to 319 staff nurses who had

experience with end-of-life care in NICUs. The scale

235

used to measure nurses difficulties with end-of-life care
of children consisted of 8 domains including “Communica-
tion with families”, “Collaboration as a team including
the family”, “Treatment and informed consent”, “Dealing
with team members and families”, “Relieving the pain

of children”, “Environment and system”, “Knowledge
and skill of nurses” and “Near-death issues”. Accord-
ing to the results, the highest degree of difficulty ap-
peared to be associated with “Communication with fami-
lies”. Clinical experience was correlated with difficulties,
suggesting that support according to clinical experience

is needed.

(Key words)
end-of-life care, difficulties,

neonatal intensive care unit, nurses
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