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(Summary)

This study aimed to clarify the chronological develop-

mental traits of very low birth weight (VLBW) infants

who experienced difficulties in childhood.

ARG R B 5

The subjects were mothers with VLBW infants who
belonged to the regular class of elementary school. We
conducted semi-structured interviews with 12 moth-
ers to understand developmental traits that child expe-
rienced difficulties in childhood and analyzed the data
qualitatively.

The results showed the each child had plural develop-
mental traits. Extremely low birth weight infants had
more developmental traits than VLBW infants had. The
mothers recognized the developmental traits of their
children by comparing them with other children in a
kindergarten or nursery center environment. The moth-
ers reported the relationship between the developmental
traits of their children and the difficulty in their children’s
school life.

It was suggested that the elementary school teachers
should inquire and become aware of any developmental
traits from mothers with VLBW at the time of enroll-
ment in an elementary school. Additionally, the re-
sults also showed that the teachers should continuously
observe the child in order to maintain appropriate sup-

ports.

(Key words)
elementary schools, regular class (mainstream class),

developmental trait, mothers’ recognition
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