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(Summary)

The purpose of this study was to implement an oral
health support according to the actual conditions in in-
fant homes. We conducted support activities at a cer-
tain infant home in Aichi prefecture in order to develop
the feeding skills of its children, after finding that staff
in charge had questions and concerns regarding the
children’'s meals and oral health. Due to the absence of
an on-site specialist able to conduct oral function assess-
ments, staffs at the home were often faced with difficult
cases and there were a considerable number of requests
for feeding skills guidance. A one-time group guidance
session was considered more effective for typically devel-
oped children, while continuous individual guidance was
required for children with special needs. Moreover,
it was suggested that further investigation needed to
be carried out into the influence of raising infants from
various backgrounds apart from their families, on the

development of oral functions : and that support methods

needed to be enhanced in future.
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