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(Summary)

The aim of this study was to clarify initiatives by nurs-

ing professionals and parenting support systems in Fin-

land aimed at prevention of child abuse, and to discuss

preventive measures in Japan, through two field study

investigations. Neuvola is Finland's public health system

for mothers and children ;

it plays an extremely impor-

tant role in prevention of abuse of infants and is where

parenting support is implemented, mainly by nursing

professionals. Initiatives by nursing professionals in Fin-

land suggest not only the need for parenting support fo-

cused on parent-child relationships and attachment, but

also the importance of parenting support that focuses on

the child within the whole family, as a means of nursing

support to prevent abuse. As measures to prevent abuse

in Japan, this study suggests the need to strengthen re-

glonal support systems.

(Key words)

Finland, parenting support, child abuse,

infant mental health
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