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(Summary)

The present study aimed to examine the relationship
between different types of non-attendance from school
and social competence, and to investigate the influence of
children's worries and social support on this relationship.
Participants were 201 students (103males, 98womens)
aged 12-15years (the Ist, 2nd, 3nd grades) who were
enrolled in a junior high school in Japan. The relationship
of each factor was assessed using the self-reported ques-
tionnaire. Statistical analysis of students responses on
the questionnaire indicated that non-attendance was sig-
nificantly negatively correlated with internalizing prob-
lems and social competence. Furthermore, students who
tended to internalize problems demonstrated lower levels
of social competence, lacked social support, and worried
more than their peers who did not. These results suggest
the need for interventions to improve their social compe-
tence, and establish a system that would enable children

to consult for support and guidance on.

(Key words)
social competence,
tendency toward non-attendance at school,

junior high school, worries, social support
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