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(Summary)

The present study aimed to determine signs for the
early identification of child abuse. Twenty-two dedicated,
full-time school-age child care center workers (care
workers) in Okayama and Hyogo Prefectures who have
recognized child abuse victims during the past years and
consented to participate in the study were interviewed.

As the results that the care workers had already rec-
ognized that : (1) the behaviors (physical and psycho-
logical behaviors) , (2) maintaining physical hygiene,
(3) health, (4) dietary habits, and (5) the condition of
clothes of child abuse victims were different from those
of other children. In the case of abuse directed at chil-
dren, the signs of abuse can often be identified at the
time of admission to the care center.

The behaviors and remarks of parents as child abus-
ers differed from those of other parents even at the time
of the admission of their children. Their inappropriate
child-raising behaviors were characterized by (1) vio-
lence, (2) verbal abuse and (3) immature paternity or
maternity. It is important to observe the characteristics
of the behaviors of children at the time of admission and

their parents to identify child abuse as early as possible.

(Key words)
school-age child care center,
school-age child care workers, child abuse,

early detection, victimized children
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