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(Summary)

Chickenpox 1s highly contagious and spreads as eas-
ily as mumps among children at facilities like daycare
centers. However, it is a vaccine-preventable disease.
To obtain data on chickenpox occurrence, vaccination
rates, clinical symptoms in vaccinated and unvaccinated
children, or complications, we conducted a questionnaire—
based survey of parents and guardians of children attend-
ing daycare facilities. We also surveyed attitudes toward
chickenpox among the parents/guardians and found that
34% of them preferred the risk of infection to vaccina-
tion, because the symptoms of chickenpox are not severe.
Of the respondents, 41.9% (101/241) replied that their
charge had been vaccinated, and 45.5% of these (46/101)
replied that their charge had contracted chickenpox de-
spite being vaccinated. We compared the vaccinated and
unvaccinated children who had contracted chickenpox
in terms of age at onset, duration of fever, highest body
temperature, length of recovery period, and number of
eruptions. In the vaccinated group, the age at onset was
significantly higher, and the recovery period was signifi-
cantly shorter. The maximum temperature and duration
of fever also tended to be lower in the vaccinated group.
Few of the children in the vaccinated group developed
more than 50 eruptions, while the unvaccinated children
tended to have significantly more. Complications such as
exacerbation of atopic dermatitis and impetigo were less
common in the vaccinated group. Although many of the
children who had received just one dose of vaccine still

contracted chickenpox.

(Key words)
chickenpox, varicella vaccine, clinical symptoms,

daycare facilities, effectiveness of vaccine
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