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Y

(Summary)

A questionnaire survey was conducted of 230 NICU
staff members for understanding the practice of child
care support provided by these members and the fac-
tors involved in the support. The staff members who
constantly give support about child care to fathers were
found to account for 23.5%. The practice of child care
support is affected by whether or not the staff members
are certified nurses, have experience in child care, or
have learned about the father's roles in child care. In
providing support, the staff members give extra consid-
eration to fathers' NICU visiting hours, fathers commit-
ment to “kangaroo care,” efforts for encouraging fathers
to take part in child care, child care programs and par-
ticipants in the programs, needs for child care support,
and fathers in need of child care support. The staff
members also make efforts to check the validity of child
care support given to fathers and to alter fathers nega-
tive attitude toward their roles in child care. To promote
the practice of child care support to fathers, NICU staff
members should recognize the necessity of child care
support and understand more about the fathers’ roles in
child care. Thus, education provided to these staff needs
to ensure that they acknowledge the indispensable roles

that fathers play in child care.

(Key words]
father, child care, support, NICU, nurse
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