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(Summary)

The purpose of this study was to examine the relation-
ship between sensitivity development and child-care be-
havior in couples expecting their first child. A question-
naire survey was conducted on 62 first-time expectant
couples during the late stages of pregnancy and at one,
two, and four months postpartum. Two recognizable pat-
terns were seen in which the child-care behavior of fa-
thers became more or less frequent with increasing age
of the infants. Furthermore, during the period between
two and four months postpartum, mothers demonstrated
more sensitivity than fathers. The sensitivity of mothers
was shown to increase with increasing age of the infants,
whereas no increase was observed in the sensitivity of
fathers. Finally, a small number of fathers whose sensi-
tivity increased with increasing age of the infants tended
to more frequently exhibit child-care behavior such as
bottle-feeding and changing their infants' clothes. These
findings suggest the possibility that the sensitivity of fa-

thers is related to the frequency of child-care behavior.

(Key words)

father, child-care behavior, sensitivity
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