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(Summary)

The aim of this study was to longitudinally identify
relationships of the characteristics of mother-infant in-
teractions, infant development, maternal mental health,
and social support for infants with cleft lip and/or palate,
to the type of cleft, presence of complications, and feed-
ing methods, and to thereby examine support methods.
Thirty-one dyads of mothers and infants with orofacial
clefts participated in this study. To evaluate the quality
of dyadic interactions (Japanese version of the Nursing
Child Assessment Feeding Scale : JNCAFS), behavioral
observations during feeding were collected, and a ques-
tionnaire study was conducted to assess other variables.
Characteristics of dyadic interactions, infant develop-
ment, maternal parenting stress, maternal depression,
and social support were identified according to the type
of cleft, presence of complications, and feeding methods.
This study suggests different support methods according
to clinical characteristics, and the stage of infant develop-

ment.

(Key words)
mother-infant interaction, cleft lip and/or palate,

development, maternal mental health, social support
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