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(Summary)

Objective : The Manual for Prevention of Mother-to-

Child Transmission of HTLV-I compiled by the Ministry

of Health, Labour and Welfare was introduced in 2011.

We attempted to clarify whether human T-lymphotropic

virus (HTLV)-I-positive pregnant women could suc-

cessfully feed their babies though their preferred mode

of nutrition (bottle-feeding, short-term breast-feeding,

or feeding frozen-thawed milk) .

Methods : We administered questionnaires to 65 wom-

en, from whom we obtained informed consent, to inves-

tigate whether they could successfully feed their babies

through their preferred mode of nutrition, whether they

encountered any problem, and which mode of nutrition

they would select the next time.
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Results : We received responses from 12 women who
bottle fed their babies and 21 women who breast fed for
a short period. Approximately 90% of women in both
groups could successfully feed their babies through their
preferred mode of nutrition. The reason for failure was
the inability to wean children from breast milk. Approxi-
mately 30% of mothers in both groups found it difficult
to feed their babies via their preferred mode of nutrition.

Most mothers reported that they would select the same

497

node of nutrition the next time.
Discussion : HTLV-I carrier mothers need special
assistance to successfully feed their babies via their pre-

ferred mode of nutrition.

(Key words)
human T-lymphotropic virus I,
mother-to—child transmission, breast feeding,

bottle feeding, child welfare
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