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(Summary)

Onomatopoeias are the group of words that imitate
the sounds or feelings they denote, suggesting its source
object. In this study, actual conditions of the use of ono-
matopoeias to the patients in pediatric nursing practice
were investigated. Ten nurses working at pediatric
wards were interviewed, whose answers were audio-
recorded and then analyzed. The onomatopoeic words
they use were categorized in 5 groups of words related
to vision, sound, sense of touch, action, and mood/emo-
tion respectively. The result indicated that the nurses
approached to preschoolers quite often using onomato-
poeias related to action. It is suggested that onomato-
poeias are useful words which can evoke recognition of
the environment and physical conditions of the patients,
which have more affinity to emotions, in explanation to
preschoolers about the pediatric medical procedures they

undergo.

(Key words)
onomatopoeias in japanese, nurse, preschooler,

medical procedure
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