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MThis book looks at the origins and the many

YEa—%

contemporary meanings of the virtual. Rob Shields

shows how the construction of virtual worlds has a
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long history. He examines the many forms of faith
and hysteria that have surrounded computer tech-
nologies in recent years. Moving beyond the tech-
nologies themselves he shows how the virtual plays
a role in our daily lives at every level. The virtual is
also an essential concept needed to manage innova-
tion and risk. It is real but not actual, ideal but not
abstract. The virtual, he argues, has become one of
the key organizing principles of contemporary soci-
ety in the public realms of politics, business and con-
sumption as well as in our private lives.;
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(Summary)

New Media equate real people or places with virtual
people or places, and these virtual realities via the inter-
net attract persons who use new media (for example,
internet addiction). The information via the internet
spreads worldwide and is used sometimes criminally.
For healthy growth and development of children and
adolescents in the ICT society adults, especially parents,
who concern with children and adolescents should un-
derstand the real meaning of “virtual reality” (Japanese
usually misunderstand the meaning of “virtual reality”),
and should establish reasonable but firm rules about new
media use in children and adolescents. New media is use-
less for preschool children. It is suggested that children
aged around 9 who learn romaji (romaji is mandatory
for Japanese to use new media) in 3"grade in elemen-

tary school should be permitted to use new media (smart

phone) under the control of their parents.
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new media, virtual reality,
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