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(Summary)

This study aims to clarify the level of importance pe-
diatric nurses assign to the behavior of children and at-
titude of parents toward their children from a maltreat-
ment prevention standpoint and also to investigate the
factors influencing these behavior and attitude. A self-
evaluation survey was conducted with a sample of 729

nurses who work in hospital wards and clinics in over

RO B SR

500 regular or children’s hospitals across the nation. The
survey, which used a five-level Likert scale, was de-
signed with a view of child maltreatment prevention and
consisted of questions regarding affiliation, years of expe-
rience caring for children, and the level of importance of
the behavior of children and the attitude of parents to-
ward their children. Valid responses were obtained from
388 child care nurses (response rate of 53.2%). The
Participants placed high score of importance on children
rated with “A body has a suspicious injury, " and “There
is the communication from other engines and other
posts”. But they placed low score of importance on chil-
dren rated with “independent than a parent,” and “for
a parent behave too much like a baby’. Factor analysis
of the survey items related to the behavior of children
and attitude of parents toward their children resulted
in four extracted factors, and the total averages of each
factor were compared. The result showed that from an
abuse prevention perspective, the participants placed less
importance on children rated with characteristics such as
“displays extreme attachment behavior,” and on parents
rated with characteristics such as “immature and de-
manding, " compared to parents rated with characteris-
tics such as “has little regard with their children, "and “has
unstable livelihood or family background” (p < 0.001).
The results of a multiple regression analysis showed that
child care nurses assigned importance levels to each fac-
tor on the basis of the nurses  concern for child abuse,
years of child care nursing experience, and possession of
a checklist (p < 0.001~0.05). The above findings sug-
gest the necessity for training to raise awareness of child
maltreatment and the introduction of checklists to pro-

vide prospect for prevention of child maltreatment.

(Key words)
child maltreatment, perspective for the prevention,
pediatric nurses, Importance,

behavior and attitude of children and parents
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