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(Summary)

The aim of this study was to validate maternal factors
that influence the evaluation of children’'s learning difficul-
ties, using a sample of 114 mother—child pairs. All children
were in the third grade when data were collected. Moth-
ers were asked about difficulties in their children’s learn-
ing, their own educational backgrounds, and their home
environments. The intelligence and cognitive faculties
of the children were measured. We found that 34 moth-
ers evaluated their children as having difficulty with
learning and that their children did indeed have below-

average intelligence and cognitive faculties. However, 13

“mothers evaluated their children as having difficulty with

learning, despite the fact that their children had normal
intelligence and cognitive faculties. The educational back-
grounds of these mothers were significantly more ad-
vanced than those of other mothers : home environment
was not found to differ from that of other mothers. These
findings indicate that not only the child's intelligence and
cognitive faculties but also maternal expectations regard-
ing the child’s school work and attitudes toward child-
rearing influence the evaluation of the child's learning
difficulties. If a parent complains that their child is having
difficulty learning, it may be helpful to take into account

parental educational background and expectations.

(Key words)
learning difficulties, motherhood,

educational background, home environment
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