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(Summary)

The aim of the study is to identify the relationships
and roles of in-hospital parents’ groups of childhood can-
cer patients and professionals in Japan. Based on a con-
ceptual framework in reference to Lewin s field theory,

a questionnaire survey for the representatives of 15 such

727

groups in pediatric cancer wards nationwide and 224
members of such groups were conducted, as well as a
structured interviews survey for 22 medical professionals
who were involved in such groups. Statistical and con-
tent analyses were used to analyze the data. The result
showed that doctors were most involved in such groups
among various types of medical professionals. The group
leaders were found to be expecting the professionals to
support and maintain the group activities and the mem-
bers expecting the professionals to be directly involved
in the group. On the other hand, the professionals were
found to be expecting the groups to develop as peer-
supporter organizations, whose nature is different from
those of medical professionals. In future, building a col-
laborative program of parents group childhood cancer
patients and professionals is desired for their smoothly

relationship.

(Key words)
childhood cancer, parents group, in-hospital,

professionals, role
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