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(Summary)

The purposes of this study were to clarify the prac-
tice activities of nursery teachers working at pediatric
wards and the contribution of fundamental nursery
education and experience of child care in hospital, and
to explore the effective collaboration among medical
staff and nursery teachers and the necessary education
for nursery teachers working at pediatric wards. Ques-
tionnaires were sent to hospitals that were certified as
pediatrician training hospitals by the Japan Pediatric
Society. Responses from 74 nursery teachers working in
hospital pediatric wards were analyzed. Approximately
60% reported that they participated in periodic or non-
periodic meeting for the exchange of information with
medical staff. The nursery teachers who participated in
these meetings were more engaged in educational and
psychological support for pediatric patients than nursery
teachers who did not participate in the meetings. Many
nursery teachers felt that they lacked appropriate knowl-
edge about pediatric patients and medical issues. Fur-
thermore, nursery teachers recognized that participation
in educational courses for nursery teachers, employment
experience as a nursery teacher and parenting experi-
ence contributed to hospital child care. The present
findings suggest the need to provide special education for
non-medical staff in hospital pediatric wards, recognize

nursery teachers as a profession and official qualification.
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