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(Summary)

We studied the direction of gaze, the infant-directed
speeches and behaviors of mothers of 4 to 10 months old
infants in mother—infant interaction situations longitudinally.

Subjects were asked to wear a gaze analyzer device,
and their infant-directed behavior was recorded for 10
minutes. Gaze toward the infant, infant-directed speech,
and infant-directed behavior were measured from the
recorded data. The results showed that although the
mothers' gaze was nearly always directed towards the
infant's face at 4 months, as the months progressed, the
gaze toward the infant's face was reduced and the gaze
elsewhere (ie. apart from the infant) increased. Infant-
directed speech increased significantly at 10 months.
Gaze of the mother elsewhere increased significantly in
a process from the binary relation to the triadic relation,
which is the social development of the infant. At the
same time, joint attention also increased. Verbal support
from the mother was shown to be more frequent owing

to the appearance of joint attention.

(Key words)
gaze analysis, eye contact, joint attention,

infant-directed behavior
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