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(Summary)

The objective of this research was to provide a teach-
ing aid in children’s health education. Its aim was to
clearly identify the changes in children’ s understanding
of pathogenic microorganisms at each developmental
stage. A total of 59 kindergarten and primary school
children took part in structured interviews on this topic.
When asked about the shape of bacteria, 3-to-5 year—
olds thought of them as animated characters or living
creatures. Seven-year-olds had a stronger image of
bacteria as being human-shaped, whereas by the age of
9, personification of the shapes had already disappeared.
When asked about where bacteria live, 7-year—-olds re-
sponded with the concept of bacteria being scattered
everywhere, giving answers such as “in various places”
or “in the air”. Five-year-olds thought the common cold
to be caused by bacteria, whereas 11-year-olds could
distinguish between bacteria, viruses, and germs, and
had started to become aware of the roles played by each.
When teaching health education to children, it is impor-
tant to understand the images that they hold in their

minds with respect to the concept being taught.

(Key words)
pediatric, pathogenic microorganisms, structured inter-

views, infection prevention, health education
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