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(Summary)
This study was to clarify the role of pediatricians as
consultants of childcare. Eighty-one children were born

to teenage mothers at a private general hospital in the

AR BR R B SR

Kanto district from 1998-2009. Thirty-seven children
were low birth weight infants. Thirteen children devel-
oped respiratory or infectious diseases during the first
month. After the first month, six children developed
chronic lung disease and six other children developed
neurological disease. One child expired due to abusive
head trauma and another due to sudden infant death syn-
drome. The study continued to follow thirty-one children
after discharge which examined the relationship between
mother and child. Two children were being raised by
their grandmother. One child was deferred to a govern-
ment sponsored foster care home. Twenty-two mothers
out of the twenty-five mothers no longer experienced
childcare anxiety. This study concluded that Pediatri-
cians schedule routine medical examinations for both
mothers and children, especially for those who do not
have a family support system. The study also concluded
that effective communication and cooperation between
the Pediatricians, Health Centers, and Child Guidance
Centers will promote a healthier environment for mother

and child which could avoid child abuse.

(Key words)
teenage mothers, low birth weight infants, childcare anxi-

ety, childcare support, child abuse
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