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(Summary)
Hospital play specialists (following, HPS) are pro-
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fessionals that support children in hospitals and children
with special needs by playing with them. The role of
HPS was considered in the case of a 4 -year-old female
with neuroblastoma. Play with HPS helped her to trust
HPS and to have fun in the hospital. Furthermore, the
hospital play programs helped her to better express her
feelings, to prepare her to cope with the procedures and
treatment and to have a sense of accomplishment. HPS
and hospital play programs also helped the family. HPS
provided support based on daily play, and therefore it
played an important role in supporting the patient and
her family .

HPS are therefore considered to play an indispensable

role in pediatric care.

(Key words)
hospital play specialist, neuroblastoma, play

preparation, distraction, family-centered care
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