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(Summary)

This study aimed to identify the difference between
the current conditions of the environment surrounding
pediatric patients in general hospitals and those reported
in previous studies. Data on study variables were col-
lected using a cross-sectional design and questionnaires
from 603 randomized general hospitals in Japan. Among
the hospitals that were contacted, 252 (116 pediatric
wards ; 136 wards with a mixture of adults and pediatric
patients) returned their questionnaires (41.8 %) . A
total of 97.4 % of pediatric wards and 79.4 % of mixed
wards had a playroom. The rate of having schools in
hospitals with a pediatric ward was 50.9%, and with a
mixed ward was 27.9% . A total of 61.2% of pediatric
wards and 24.3 % of mixed wards had nursery teach-
ers. The rates of having school in hospitals and nursery
teachers were higher than those in previous studies from
10 years ago. Many wards (62.5%) required caregiv-
ers to take care of hospitalized children. The current
study found that there are some problems regarding the

environment surrounding pediatric patients.

(Key words)
pediatric patient, environment, actual condition
survey, pediatric ward, ward with mixture of adults

and pediatric patients
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