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(Summary)

Purpose : This study investigated elementary and
junior high school students’ understanding of and
attitudes toward childhood cancer and the survivors
(CCSs)

relationships with friends and adjustment to school.

, which might affect CCSs’ establishment of

Method : A self-report questionnaire was distributed
to 1,232 students at three elementary and junior high
schools. The questionnaire included items about
recognition of cancer/childhood cancer, contact with
CCSs, interest in childhood cancer, knowledge about
childhood cancer, image of CCSs, and attitudes toward
CCSs.

Results : Responses were received from 880 students,

510 of whom recognized childhood cancer. Almost all

AN R B R

respondents indicated they had experienced indirect
contact with CCSs ; however, only 14 students reported
having had direct contact. Many students were
interested in childhood cancer. In terms of knowledge
about childhood cancer, students’ understanding
of “prognosis of childhood cancer” was the lowest.
Students’ images of CCSs were active, sympathetic and
represented harmony between the CCSs and students.
Therefore, we assume that their images of CCSs would
become more favorable if they had direct contact.
Conclusion : The present findings demonstrate the
need to spread knowledge about childhood cancer among

students.
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