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(Summary)

The purpose of this study was to find out what
knowledge and attitude the pediatric nurses had about
smoking and what kind of encouragement they were
giving to family members of sick children to stop smoking
in front of these children or to quit smoking altogether.
An analysis of 2,705 valid responses to a questionnaire
revealed the following : (1) 14.5% of the respondents
were smokers. Among them, nine out of ten had correct
knowledge about the link between passive smoking and
lung cancer/pregnancy. However, only 56.0% of them
answered correctly on the question about the influence
of passive smoking on SIDS, 48.4% on pneumonia in
infants, and 15.1% on otitis media in infants. (2)
77.9% of the respondents recognized the “need of
encouraging the family members of sick children to stop
smoking altogether or at least in front of children”
At the same time only 5.3% provided information
on smoking cessation to the family and 27.0% asked
the family members about their smoking habits. This
gap reflects the nurses psychological dependence on

smoking.

(Key words)
nurse, sick children, family, smoking cessation support,

second-hand smoking
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