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(Summary)

Childbirths involving 3 mentally deficient and 2 psy-
chotic mothers were encountered over 2 years. Four
were normal vaginal deliveries and one was a repeated
cesarian section. All babies were delivered favorably,
one of whom was of a low birth weight (2,100g) . Al
though all mothers were positive about obtaining infor-
mation from ward nurses, 4 of them were incapable of
nocturnal feeding and their behaviors mostly remained
unchanged despite nurses’ advices. Two of the 4 moth-
ers, who clearly lacked a sense of responsibility for their
babies, were persuaded to entrust them to child wel-
fare institutions. The remaining two took their babies
home but had persistent difficulty with nocturnal feed-
ing, and so were obliged to entrust their babies to the
grandparents, etc.

A mother who had managed to feed nocturnally dur-
ing hospitalization had lost 10 kg in body weight a month
later and erred in the dose of powdered milk, leading to
the poor weight gain of her baby.

Incapability of nocturnal feeding during hospitalization
may be a significant problem that is hard to overcome,
and mentally handicapped mothers may remain strained.
Close observation and assistance should be provided af-
ter leaving hospital for mentally deficient or psychotic

mothers.

(Key words)
mentally deficient or psychotic mothers, child raising,

nocturnal feeding
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