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(Summary)
Mothers’ gazes and behavioral responses to their

babies were studied longitudinally when their babies

419

were at the following ages : 2 or 3 days, 1 month, and
4 months. Ten mothers participated in this research.
They wore an eye mark recorder to record their gazes
and behavior to their babies during dandling for 10 min-
utes. At all three time points, mothers were found to
gaze at their babies’ faces much longer than at the ba-
bies’ bodies. Especially, at 4 months, when the babies
expressed social smiles, the length of time spent on gaz-
ing at the babies’ faces increased. We further analyzed
the mothers’ behavior when their babies smiled. When
the babies smiled when they were 4-months-old, moth-
ers touched the babies’ cheeks and talked to them more
frequently than at other time points. These results sug-
gest that babies’ social smiling elicits more maternal at-

tention and affectionate behavior.

(Key words)
gaze analysis, social smile, mothers’ gaze, maternal be-

havioral response
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