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gl

(Summary])

We surveyed 658 pediatric nurses to elucidate the
vocabulary they use while treating and caring for pre-
school children. The results revealed the following. (1)
Even though nurses use common language relatively
often with older pre-school children, they choose simple
words that are encountered in everyday life (e.g., the
Japanese for “body washing/cleaning” — literally “body
wiping” — instead of “bed bathing”). (2) The results
also indicate that nurses think younger pre-school chil-
dren can understand onomatopoeia more easily than
common language (e.g., “garagara” for “mouthwash”,
mimicking the sound for gargling) . (3) With both young-
er and older pre-school children, nurses generally use
onomatopoeic expressions and repetitive words to which
pre-school children can easily attach meaning (e.g.,
the sound of sucking in the breath for “breathe in” : and

“wipe” — meaning “wash/clean” — for “bed bathing”) .

(Key words)

pre-school children, nurse, nursing care, language
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