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(Summary)

This study was conducted to discuss sex education in
special needs schools by examining supporters’ views on
the sexual development of mentally disabled females. In
this study, the term supporter refers to those who have
provided livelihood, job, or housing support for young
females with intellectual disability. We interviewed ten
supporters to ask their views on male-female relation-
ships among the students, their marriage, child-raising,
personal relationships, and lifestyle. The interview
results were documented and analyzed. Their sexual
development as viewed by the supporters was grouped
into four core categories : “male-female relationships as-
sociated with a high risk”, “growth and marriage with
support from other people”, “having and raising children
thanks to an understanding attitude”, and “an affluent
life” . The supporters had a view that they can help men-
tally disabled females develop by providing appropriate
support, although their male-female relationships are as-

sociated with a certain level of risk.

(Key words)

support staff, mentally disabled, sexual development
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