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(Summary)

The purpose of this study was to examine the meaning
of positioning in mother-infant interaction. The interac-
tion of 34 mothers and their 18-month-old infants was
observed. Relations between positioning and infant play
and between positioning and mother behaviors were
analyzed. The results were as follows : 1) there were
four clusters of positioning such as face-to-face, side-
by-side, front-and-back and mixed type, 2) there were
no relations between the clusters and the developmental
levels of infants’ play, 3) the degree of reciprocity in
face-to-face dominant dyads was higher than in side-
by-side and front-and-back dominant dyads. The data
suggest that positioning during infant-mother interaction
does not relate to the infant’s cognitive activity, but that

it relates to the degree of their reciprocity .

[Key words)
mother-infant interaction, positioning, play, mother be-

haviors
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