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(Summary)

This study examined the trends and challenges of
pediatric psychological services in Japan and the U.S.
The need for psychological services in Japanese pedi-
atric departments has increased, but these needs are
still not being met. By contrast, the U.S. has well-
developed psychological practice, as well as education,
training, and support for current and aspiring pediatric
psychologists. In order to further develop these services
in Japan, it is necessary to examine how psychology is
applied in pediatric care and how pediatric psychologists
are fostered in the U. S.

This study has shown (1) the underdeveloped psy-
chological service system in Japan. In 2006, 39% of 284
pediatric departments and 83 psychiatry departments
in Japan had psychologists on staff ; only 25% of these
were employed full-time in pediatric departments. In
the same period, only 18% of 81 pediatric departments
in Kyoto reported staff psychologists. In contrast, today
almost all US pediatric departments provide pediatric
psychological services. Also, (2) unlike the US, which
has more than 60 PhD programs to foster pediatric
psychologists and the nation-wide Society of Pediatric

Psychology to promote practice and research, Japan has
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no such educational or support system. Additionally,
(3) collaboration among pediatric medical teams is still a
demanding issue even in the US, where such collabora-
tion is common, and this study has introduced how the
American Academy of Pediatrics addressed this issue.
This study indicates that in order to further develop
effective psychologi(:al services in Japanese pediatric
healthcare system, more practical accomplishments and

further research into the subject to verify the effective-

559

ness of pediatric psychological services are necessary .
Also, the improvement of educational system to foster
pediatric psychologists and creating a nation-wide net-

work among pediatric psychologists are needed.

(Key words)
pediatric psychology, psychologist, psychological ser-

vices, the U.S., medical team
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