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(Summary)
In order to clarify the current conditions and future
challenges of febrile care by pediatric nurses, a ques-

tionnaire was conducted among 738 nurses employed in

549

some National and Public General hospital in district A.
Results showed that being feverish and running a high
fever were both considered to occur at a temperature
of less than 39°C while brain and neurological symptoms
such as convulsions and brain damage were mentioned
as complications resulting from fever. This indicates a
tendency towards fever phobia, a result that shows little
difference with that obtained in a previous survey by this
author conducted on mothers. Moreover, among those
nurses with a university or graduate school degree and
public health nurse qualifications, but with comparative-
ly little pediatric experience, the tendency toward fever
phobia was found to be more pronounced. As for febrile
care itself, professionalism was clearly demonstrated in
the appropriateness of observations and interventions
given in proportion to the degree of fever. With respect
to the relationship between knowledge and anxiety,
the lower the knowledge score obtained by nurses, the
stronger the tendency towards anxiety. These results
suggest the need for nursing professionals to refine fever
assessment abilities through basic and continuing educa-
tion opportunities, to share information with doctors,
pharmacists and other health professionals, and to more
actively engage in regular on-the—job training sessions

on febrile care.
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giving
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