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(Summary)

We examined the growth pattern in height in 278
children living in 4 child welfare institutions due to un-
favorable environment at their own home. The average
height standard deviation score (ht-SDS) at the time of

admission to child welfare institutions in these children

NR R OBE %

was —0.34. It appeared that the children might have
had growth impairment prior to admission to their child
welfare institutions. Among the 193 children whose
changes over time in ht-SDS after admission could be
examined, 43 had persistent reduction in ht-SDS. This
group included a significant number of young children
on admission, though the number of severely abused
children included in it was small. These findings showed
that young children with slightly unfavorable environ-
ment before admission tended to exhibit persistent re-

duction in ht-SDS.

[Key words)
growth, short stature, abuse, child welfare institution,

type II quantification
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