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(Summary]

The aims of this study were to compare mothers’
touch of their infants according to basic attributes such
as mother's age, experience of child birth and feeding
method, and then to examine specific differences in
mother’s touch in nurturing scenes by birth experience
and feeding method.

A total of 901 mothers who have 4-month-old infants
completed a questionnaire survey which used a touch
rating scale. The main results were as follows. (1) In
the crying or putting infants to sleep scenes, compared
to multipara, primipara employed more touch catego-
rized as partial touch (e.g. holding the infant's hand and
feet affectionately) and holding (e.g. picking the infant
up). (2) In the feeding scenes, the group of mothers
who were breastfeeding employed partial touch and
holding more than the groups of mothers who employed
mixed feeding or bottle feeding. Lastly, maternal touch
was found to differ among the four nurturing scenes, re-
gardless of mother’s birth experience and feeding meth-
od.

Those findings suggest that mothers’ birth experience
is related to the maternal touch in the crying or putting
infants to sleep scenes, and feeding method is related
to the maternal touch in the feeding scenes. Therefore,
regardless of mother’s basic attributes, maternal touch
employed to infants can be considered to differ among

the nurturing scenes, and to have functional roles.

(Key words)
touch, mother-infant, relationship, nurturing scene,

experience of child birth, feeding method
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