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(Summary])

In this study, we surveyed subjective complaints and
diseases to clarify health problems of Japanese children
living in developing countries.

We conducted this study at “visiting health consulta-

tion abroad” in 2006. Regions included in this study were
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Asia, the Middle East, Africa, East Europe as well as
Central and South America, and 1,156 Japanese children
(5-14 years of age) participated in the study. The pro-
portion of persons with subjective symptoms was 312.3
persons per 1,000 population. The types of subjective
complaints ranking the highest were runny or pinched
nose, cough, and skin aberrations. The proportion of
outpatients was 94.3 persons per 1,000 population. The
types of diseases ranking the highest were odontopathy,
respiratory diseases, and skin diseases. These results
suggest that the proportion of persons with subjective
symptoms is higher in Japanese children residing in de-

veloping countries compared to those residing in Japan.

433

However, the proportion of outpatients is higher in Japa-
nese children residing in Japan compared to those resid-
ing in developing countries.

Based on the types of subjective complaints and dis-
eases, we need to improve health education for Japanese

children in developing countries.

(Key words)

japanese children living abroad, health problem, subjec-
tive complaint, prevalence of persons with subjective
symptoms, prevalence of persons with diseases under

treatment
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