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(Summary])

The present study elucidated the growth characteris-
tics of children with cerebral palsy (CP) attending spe-
cial needs schools for the physically disabled based on
analysis of factors affecting growth, and investigated as-
sessment of growth. Eating style was extracted as a fac-
tor affecting growth. CP children with “normal eating”
styles showed the same growth patterns as healthy chil-
dren ; however, CP children with “pre early- and early-
weaning stage eating” and “mid- and late-weaning stage
eating” styles showed an age-related decline in growth
patterns. The growth of CP children with normal eating
styles can be assessed in the same way as for healthy
children by adding a —SD curve below the standard
growth curve. However, assessment of CP children
with pre early- and early-weaning and mid- and late-
weaning stage eating styles should be based on both the

growth curve and actual SD scores.

(Key words)
special-needs schools, cerebral palsy, growth,

SD scores, growth patterns
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