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(Summary)

This study used the nurturance scale, first, to exam-
ine developmental variations in nurturance among high
school students, university students and couples during
the pregnancy period, and second, to clarify the dif-
ferences found in nurturance between primiparous and
multiparous women, and the differences among weeks of
pregnancy. The nurturance scale is composed of the fol-
lowing four subscales | empathy, skills, preparedness,
and acceptability. Two-factor (age and sex) analysis of
variance was conducted with high school students, uni-
versity students, and couples during the pregnancy peri-
od. Results demonstrated that (1) nurturance increased
in the period from high school to university, but wom-
en's nurturance decreased in the period from university
to pregnancy, (2) the primiparous women showed a
lower level of nurturance than multiparous women on all
subscales, and (3) also empathy, skills, and prepared-

ness were the lowest after the 28th week of pregnancy.
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nurturance, developmental variations, nurturance scale,

pregnancy period
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