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(Summary]

Objective : The primary objective is to examine the
needs of families who have handicapped children and to
analyze both children- and family member-related fac-
tors that may influence family needs.

Methods : We conducted an anonymous questionnaire
with families of pediatric outpatients at Osaka Medical
Center and Research Institute for Maternal and Child
Health. The questionnaire included age, physical and
mental disability certification, frequency of hospital vis-
its, and aberrant behaviors for children's factors ; and

age, Family Needs Survey consisting of 7 categories
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and 35 items, the 28-item General Health Questionnaire
Japanese version (GHQ28), the Parenting Strain Index,
spousal and parental supports, other supports, commu-
nity services, subjective economic status, and education-
al status for family's factors. We used chi-square test
to compare children’s and family's factors between 121
handicapped children’s families and 229 no-handicapped
children’'s families. We calculated the ratio of the odds
of needs for families who have handicapped children and
families who have no-handicapped children. A multivari-
ate logistic regression model was fitted to estimate the
effects of these factors on the family needs.

Results : Compared to families who have no-hand-
icapped children, families with handicapped children
were older and had more frequent hospital visits for
children, higher GHQ28 scores, higher parenting Strain
Index, worse subjective economic status, more supports
from healthcare providers and community service, and
they thought their children’s behaviors more aberrant.
Of seven needs categories, only “family & social support
needs” did not have significantly higher odds ratios ;

“information needs”, “financial needs”, “explaining to

279

others needs”, “child care needs”, “professional support
needs” and “‘community service needs” had significantly
higher odds ratios. On multivariate logistic regression, a
child aged 6 years or less was associated with “child care
needs (OR=2.51)". Having physical and mental disabili-
ty certification was significantly associated with “financial
needs (OR=5.35)" and “child care needs (OR =5.04)";
in contrast, not having physical and mental disability
certification was significantly associated with “family &
social support needs (OR=3.88)". Poor mental health
in families was associated with “explaining to others (OR
=1.81)" and “professional support needs (OR=2.08)" .
Receiving supports from healthcare providers was asso-
ciated with all seven categories of needs.

Conclusions : We found differences of type and degree
for family needs depending on both children's and family’
s factors. Supports taken account the differences should

be provided.

(Key words)
handicapped children, family, needs, support

Presented by Medical*Online



	0270
	0271
	0272
	0273
	0274
	0275
	0276
	0277
	0278
	0279

