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(Summary)

Objective : The present study aimed to compare the
family function of the atopic dermatitis (AD) infants
with that of the control group and to clarify what effect
of the characteristics of AD may cause on the caregivers
and their family .

Method : With the approval obtained for the study at
the ethical examination of the research commission in
the University, we conducted a cross-sectional study
using a questionnaire method for the mothers of AD pa-
tients with the age of 2~6 and the mothers of non-AD
patients.

Results and Discussion : In comparison of Group AD
with the Control Group, Group AD showed a significant-
ly better adaptability. For Group AD, in respect of the
severity of the disease and the difficulties of daily care, a
positive correlation was observed in the 3 areas of “skin
care”, “sleep” and “environmental development .

In respect of the complication and the difficulties of
daily care, the group with the complication showed a
difficulty related to “meals”, while, in respect of the
complication and the family function, the group with the
complication showed significantly higher scores of adapt-
ability .

This study showed that families with AD infants, un-
der diverse hardships due to the chronic disease, were
trying to overcome crises, stay adaptable and balance
daily lives. It is important for nurses to support not only
mothers but also whole families so that each member

can take a role and collaborate with each other.

[(Key words)
atopic dermatitis, characteristic of atopic dermatitis, dif-

ficulties of daily care, family function
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