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(Summary)

The characteristic social skills of five- and six—
year—old children were examined through behav-
ioral assessment and language analysis of children
engaged in the traditional rule game “abukutatta” .
A total of 88 children (40 five-year-olds and 48
six-year-olds) who had not previously met were
categorized by age and gender. Groups of four
children selected to include one child of each age
and gender were observed playing the game. The
following results were obtained : 1) Five-year—
olds tended to be interrupted during their game, 2)

For six-year-olds, girls used pretended play more

AR GR R ORE

than boys when playing the role of “ko”, and 3)
For six-year-olds, the “oni " players showed more
developed original speech and gender differences.
These findings suggest that “abukutatta” is suitable
for children aged six years of age or older, as this
is the age at which children are thought to acquire
social skills based on reciprocal interactions that al-

low them to engage in group activities.

(Key words)
experimental observation method, traditional rule

game, sociality, infants
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