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(Summary])

The purpose of the present study is to identify
the coping behavior taken by parents who have a
hospitalized child with a chronic disease and the
relationship between the coping behavior and situ-
ational factors so as to gain some useful clues in
providing nursing care to these parents. Responses
to questionnaire were received from 164 parents of
children staying in 31 medical facilities in Japan due
to chronic disease. The results showed that fathers

tend to take a “coping strategy of seeking societal

763

resources” while mothers tend to use a “coping
strategy of seeking emotional support.” The char-
acteristics of the coping behavior among fathers
were presented according to the differences in the
situational factors of the name of the disease’ and
‘attending the child in the hospital ward.” Those
among mothers were related to the defferences in
the ‘name of the disease,’ ‘attending the child in the
hospital ward,’ ‘family structure,” and the ‘child’s
previous experience of hospitalization.” The neces-
sity of providing care to the parents based on these

characteristics was suggested.
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