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(Summary)

The purpose of this case study is to search for
the effects of occupational therapy based upon af-
fective communication between a child with autism
(hereafter, the child) and an occupational therapist
(hereafter, OT) from the child's intentionality as
anticipated by the OT. The method is that the
OT made meanings of the child’s intentionality by
paying attention to the relationship between the
child and the OT based upon the phenomenological
analysis of the facts from two videotaped occupa-
tional therapy sessions. As a result, the relation-
ship developed from the communication through the
activities and body to the communication through
the activities using tools, as the child grew interest
in the OT while creating an empathetic relationship
based upon affective communication. This process
enabled the child to have simple communication us-
ing words more often and enabled the OT to create
the relationship with the child in which the OT can

sense the child’s intentionality as a clear intention.

(Key words)
autistic, occupational therapy, affective communi-
cation, phenomenological analysis, qualitative re-

search
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